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Home
ownership
seminar

The truth
about black
graduation
rates

First place winner of the mac n’ cheese contest, Len Nhoung (left) and
second place winner, Carl McClellan (right) at the Deuces celebration.

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
With the aim of helping
qualified families become
homeowners, the city held a
free workshop “Kickoff
2016: The year of Home
Ownership in St. Petersburg” Sat., Jan. 30 at the St.
Pete campus of Pinellas
Technical College. Presented in partnership with
Neighborhood Home Solutions and the Tampa Bay
Community Development
Corporation, the program
covered an overview of the
home buying process with
topics including purchase
assistance and how to qualify for a loan.
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart,
director of Urban Affairs the
city, told the prospective
homebuyers that home
ownership is an effective
way of reducing poverty in
the city, adding that home
ownership is a very important part of building wealth.
“We want to make sure
that we empower you and
you
empower
others
through knowledge and information about how to become an effective home
owner,” Gaskin-Capehart
See HOME, page 4



BY ANNA STEBBINS
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG The renaissance of the 22nd
Street corridor, also known
as the Deuces, continues to
build up steam. At its prime,
big names such as Louie
Armstrong, Duke Ellington
and James Brown could be
seen working and playing
along the corridor.
Although no giants in
the entertainment industry
could been seen hanging
out on the Deuces last Sunday, what you could see was
food, fun and local entertain-

ment at the inaugural “Family Day on the Deuces.”
Over 50 people attended
the event at Deuces BBQ,
911 22nd St.
The festivities kicked off
at 3 p.m. with a Macaroni
and cheese contest, whole
hog roast, crawfish boil and
live music from the Southside Blues Brothers and
special guests: local rapper,
Varis and Marques Clark,
poet and author of “Poetically Correct.”
“I saw (the event) online
and haven’t had crawfish in
awhile, so I figured I’d make
the drive to get some,” said

Joe Toscano, who came
from Palm Harbor.
The focus of the event
was to give people a reason
to come down to the
Deuces and connect with
the community while having fun, according to Patrick
Collins, owner of Deuces
BBQ, who helped plan the
day. Co-sponsors of the
event included neighboring
businesses, Chief’s Creole
Café, Gallerie 909 and the
Historic 22nd Street S Merchant Association.
Elihu Brayboy, owner of
Chief’s Creole Café, provided the crawfish boil and

was very pleased with the
turnout.
“I’ve heard nothing but
very good feedback. It’s
very important to keep this
trend up,” said Brayboy. “It
brings a sense of community and brings people from
other areas of this city to this
area.”
There were over 15 mac
n’ cheese entries for the
competition and, as a familyfriendly event, the kids were
the official judges.
The winner of the contest, Len Nhoung, went
home with a cash prize of
See DEUCES, pages 5

Mayor commemorates 40 years of
Black History Month at City Hall
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
History was made Mon.,
Feb. 1 over city hall. Mayor
Rick Kriseman raised a flag
over city hall commemorating 40 years of Black History Month.
The flag featured the
likeness of Dr. Carter G.
Woodson, the “Father of
Black History Month.”
After the flag was raised

accompanied with applause, whoops, and laughter Terry Lipsey Scott,
chair of the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American
Museum paid respect to
Kriseman for his momentous gesture.
“Mayor
Kriseman,
today you have done what
no mayor, governor, or
even president has ever
done, which was to acSee HISTORY, page 8

Dr. Ricardo Davis
BY DR. RICARDO DAVIS
President, COQEBS

ST. PETERSBURG —
An article in the Tampa Bay
Times last month reported
that graduation rates for
African-American students
in Pinellas County have improved “at a much more
rapid rate than others.” Superintendent Mike Grego
was quoted as saying, “I am
thrilled at the progress …”
In fact, the real results
are not so thrilling. Standard Diploma graduation
rates in Pinellas County
have actually fallen, a fact
not disclosed by Dr. Grego.
The reported rise in graduation rates is entirely attributable to the creation of new
ways to receive a diploma.
These new “diplomas” rely
on either “Waiver” or “Alternative Assessment” standards.
Students
who
previously would have received a Certificate of Completion are now being
issued diplomas under
these
new
standards.
Meanwhile, real academic
progress has not been
achieved.
As an example, in the
2010-11 school year, Gibbs
High School issued a Standard diploma to 54.55 percent of its black students. It
also granted a Waiver
Diploma to an additional
6.06 percent of black students for a total black student graduation rate of
See GRADUATION, page 3
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Lakewood Terrace Neighborhood
Association rebuilds

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

God knows the heart
Praise the Lord Saints.
I want to invite you out to one of my
evening services starting Sundays at 3:00
pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering Bachelor’s, Master’s, and DD’s in Systematic Theology!
Acts 9:
1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and
murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2 and asked letters
from him to the synagogues of Damascus,
so that if he found any who were of the Way,
whether men or women, he might bring
them bound to Jerusalem.
3 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him
from heaven. 4 Then he fell to the ground,
and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting Me?”
5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”
Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting.[a] It is hard for you to
kick against the goads.”
6 So he, trembling and astonished, said,
“Lord, what do You want me to do?”
Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go
into the city, and you will be told what you
must do.”
7 And the men who journeyed with him
stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing
no one. 8 Then Saul arose from the ground,
and when his eyes were opened he saw no
one. But they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was
three days without sight, and neither ate nor
drank.
Ananias Baptizes Saul
10 Now there was a certain disciple at
Damascus named Ananias; and to him the
Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.”
And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”
11 So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go
to the street called Straight, and inquire at
the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. 12 And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias
coming in and putting his hand on him, so
that he might receive his sight.”
13 Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I
have heard from many about this man, how
much harm he has done to Your saints in
Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who call on
Your name.”
15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he
is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name
before Gentiles, kings, and the children of
Israel. 16 For I will show him how many
things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”
17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him
he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on the road as you came,
has sent me that you may receive your sight
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately
there
fell
from
his
eyes something like scales, and he received
his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.
19 So when he had received food, he was
strengthened. Then Saul spent some days
with the disciples at Damascus.
Saul Preaches Christ
20 Immediately he preached the
Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son
of God.
21 Then all who heard were amazed, and
said, “Is this not he who destroyed those
who called on this name in Jerusalem, and
has come here for that purpose, so that he
might bring them bound to the chief
priests?”
22 But Saul increased all the more in
strength, and confounded the Jews who

dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is
the Christ.
Saul Escapes Death
23 Now after many days were past, the
Jews plotted to kill him. 24 But their plot became known to Saul. And they watched the
gates day and night, to kill him.25 Then the
disciples took him by night and let him down
through the wall in a large basket.
This is the same Apostle Paul that wrote
12-13 books of the New Testament.
The reason I am speaking on this is because some of the very issues we are dealing
with and contending with today are centered
around the words this great man wrote.
How could God use such a man who was
known for sentencing many of God’s own to
death? Then God turns around and first of
all tell the original 11disciples that they were
not qualified to pick Judas’ replacement,
then secondly, pick one that recently came
off stoning one of God’s great men of God
Stephen.
Notice how shocked Ananias is when
God tells him the news and that he would
have to restore his sight to him.
People want to call the Apostle Paul a
womanizer, chauvinistic, power hunger, the
list goes on and on for some of the passages
of scripture he penned and it seems quite interesting to me to say the least.
We don’t have problems with many of
his writings, just the ones that rub us the
wrong way or we just can’t believe God told
him to write. Some feel that it was just Paul’s
own feelings of how he felt things should be
and therefore, they don’t have to follow or
believe they are required to obey them.
“God is doing a new thing” some will say
or it was good maybe for back then but
things have changed.
It’s funny to me how they can’t give you
Chapter and verse for that last statement
though.
The moment you compromise, water
down, alter, convolute, the Word of God, it’s
open season to pick and choose what you
will and won’t obey.
I say it’s best you throw the entire Bible
out then because regardless if you disregard
one scripture or a thousand, once compromises are made, it’s all null and void in God’s
eyes.
Simply meaning to Him, nothing you do
will matter because the moment God allows
us to pick and choose what we do and don’t
want to agree with when it comes to His
Word and He accepts it, the boundaries or
the line that was once drawn in the sand has
been removed and we are left to our own justice or righteousness.
Sounds crazy, but this is what we do
when we attempt to debate a commandment
from God. There is nothing to debate, its either conform or compromise.
It’s ultimately your choice, however sin
has already been judged and the one thing
you do not have a choice on is the consequences that will follow the choices and decisions we make.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Pastor - The Apostolic Open Door
Church of God & True Holiness - 2800 41st
Ave. N, St. Pete
First Vice President - NAACP St. Petersburg Branch
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council
Member | Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice
for Circuit 6

ST. PETERSBURG —
After years of inactivity, the
Lakewood Terrace Neighborhood Association is back
and stronger than ever before. At their first meeting of
the year on Thurs., Jan. 21,
the association elected a new
slate of officers to serve on
its executive board, and decided to elect two presidents
to lead the organization.
Anne Drakeford, the incumbent president, has
lived in the neighborhood
for almost 40 years. She has
seen many of the neighborhoods highs and lows.
“I remember when we
would look out for one another around here. People
actually cared about each
other and were concerned
about their neighbors.
These days you have to beg
just to get people to show up
to an association meeting,”
said Drakeford.
A retired nurse, Drakeford spends her days caring
for a young toddler she affectionately calls “Big Baby”
and peering out of her windows looking out for the
young children walking
home from Lakewood Ele-
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ation fought to bring speed
humps and a playground to
the neighborhood, but for
him that just wasn’t enough.
“Change in our city begins with change in our
homes. A neighborhood association cannot get anywhere without collaboration.
We have to collaborate with
families, schools, the police
department and the folks
down at city hall if we want
to see some tangible results,” said Givens, adding
that he cannot just sit back
and watch the neighborhood he was raised deteriorate.
Other newly elected officers include David VanWanzeele, vice president;
Edna Barnes, treasurer;
Wilhelmenia F. Babcock,
recording secretary and
Sarah Mann, corresponding
secretary.
The Lakewood Terrace
Neighborhood Association
meets every third Thursday at
7 p.m. at Enoch Davis Center. Neighborhood Boundaries: 34th Avenue South to
Bayou Boulevard South between sixth and MLK Street.

Lakewood Terrace Neighborhood Association

Publisher/General Manager



mentary School.
Hesitant to leave her
post as president, Drakeford
decided that she wanted to
continue in the work she
had been doing for the past
five years, but recognized
that Lakewood Terrace was
in desperate need of someone who would be vocal in
expressing his or her concerns for their neighborhood.
Acknowledging that the
work was too great for just
one person, the association
also elected 23-year-old
Corey Givens, Jr. to share
leadership with Drakeford.
As co-presidents, her wisdom and Givens’ energy will
surely restore the association to its former glory. Over
the past two months, the
neighborhood association
has grown from six to 26
members.
Givens Jr. grew up in
Lakewood Terrace. He and
his three siblings each
learned to ride their bikes
on the very same streets
that have become a haven
for crime. The Lakewood
High School graduate can
remember when the associ-
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Waiver or Alternative Assessment diplomas pad
graduation statistics
From GRADUATION, page 1

60.61 percent. That same
year, only 45 percent of
graduating black students
passed the 10th grade
FCAT reading test. So, for
the school year 2010-11,
Gibbs High School granted
a Standard Diploma to
54.55 percent of its black
students even though only
45 percent had passed the
10th grade FCAT reading
test.
Three years later for
the school year of 2013-14,
the percentage of graduating Gibbs black students
that passed the 10th grade
FCAT reading test had
fallen from 45 percent to 37
percent. Not surprisingly,
the graduation rates for
black students receiving a
Standard diploma also fell
by about 10 percent from
54.55 to 44 percent.
One would expect graduation rates to fall when
reading scores also fall, but
that logic is defied by the
increasing trend in Waiver
and Alternative Assessment diplomas and a decreasing trend in Standard
diplomas for African-American students in computing
aggregate
graduation
rates. As reading scores
went down, graduation
rates went up because the
students who failed reading received a diploma
through Alternative Assessment or Waivers.
Using these Waiver or
Alternative Assessment
diplomas, the graduation
rate was nearly double the
rate of students who
passed 10th grade reading:

37 percent passed reading
versus 72.5 percent received a diploma. This result caused Superintendent
Grego to declare he was
“thrilled.”
It seems that in our current times, “branding” is
everything. We hear about
people like Trump, Clinton
and Bush as “brands.”
Well, it seems that we have
now re-branded our continuing failure by calling it a
success. This is possible
because a new “Alternative
Assessment” brand of
diploma was created.
In 2013-14, nearly 40
percent of the diplomas
granted to African-American students at Gibbs were
either Waiver or Alternative Assessment diplomas.
These statistics would undoubtedly be even worse if
their magnet students
(who supposedly are
higher achievers) are disaggregated from the
school’s general population.
Pinellas School officials
have now admitted that for
the last three years reading
scores have remained flat
and math proficiency has
only increased slightly.
They have also acknowledged the achievement
gap between black and
non-black students have remained constant. This cannot be squared with last
month’s public relations release that African-American students are improving
at a “much more rapid rate
than others.” It is simply
not true. Of course, there

was no public relations release regarding these actual facts.
This
disingenuous
method of presenting statistics has led the Concerned Organization for
Quality Education of Black
Students to declare our
years-long
mediation
process with the Pinellas
School District to be at an
impasse. It has become increasingly difficult, if not
impossible, to get transparent and timely information
from the Pinellas County
District.
The Tampa Bay Times
has spent thousands of
hours trying to extract and
understand the data, and
then to report the truth to
the community. It is not
our first choice to seek
court intervention, but it
appears that strong court
enforcement is necessary
for us to get the true facts
and to force a real solution
to the poor academic performance of our schools
and the closing of the
achievement gap.
COQEBS is a non-profit
community based organization founded over 15 years
ago by a group of retired educators and interested citizens from Pinellas County.
COQEBS is the Plaintiff in
a class action case brought
under the Florida Constitution, which guarantees a
high quality education to all
students. COQEBS meets
on the first Wednesday of
each month at the Enoch
Davis Center in St. Petersburg.

The Classes of 1970 Hosts
Red Diamond Valentine Social
Please Join Us for Food, Fun
and Special Appearances
Friday, February 12, 2016
Name Your Event (Coquina Key Plaza)
4306 Sixth Street South, St. Petersburg
9:00 pm - 1:00 am
Cost $15.00
50/50 Raffle and more!!
For tickets call
Cynthia 727-742-6840
Linda 727-214-8667
Robert 727-492-0478
Sunshine City Elks Lodge #255 and Temple #168 of
1331 are looking for high school students (11th &
12th grade) to participate in our local oratorical
contest. The contest will be held Feb. 27 at 4p.m.
Any student interested may contact
Brother Richard Roberson
at (727) 482-4141 for the contest questions.

 



  
 
 
  

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that Westcare Gulfcoast Florida Inc. will receive sealed bids from
a General Contractor for the furnishing of all materials and labor for the installation of
Flexco LVT flooring in an approximate 4,400 square foot space at 1735 Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Street South, St. Petersburg, FL.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting is being held on February 18, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at the job
site which is 1735 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South, St. Petersburg, FL. Sealed
bids will be received at the office of the Owner: Westcare Gulfcoast Florida, attn.: Jeramy
Salyer, 1735 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South, St. Petersburg FL. Bids will be
received until February 29, 2016 by 2:00 p.m. A public bid opening will take place
immediately following the receipt of the sealed bids at 2:00 p.m.
All questions are to be directed to Jeramy Salyer at (606) 794-6063. The last date
for questions to be accepted, in order to allow time for the issuance of any addenda is
February 26, 2016.
All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Bond, Certified Check, Cashier's Check,
Treasurers Check or Bank Draft in a sum not less than five (5) percent of the amount of
the Bid, as a guarantee that the Bidder will enter into an agreement with the Owner if
his bid is accepted. Bids shall remain in force for sixty (60) days after the date of opening.
Bidders must be General Contractors licensed to do business in the State of Florida,
pursuant to Florida Statue Chapter #489, and in Pinellas County.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities
in any bid whenever such rejection or waiver is in the interest of the Owner. Awards,
if made, will be to the bidder whose bid is most advantageous to the Owner; price and
other factors considered as determined at the sole discretion of the Owner.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2016: The year of homeownership in St. Pete
From HOME, page 1

said.
Councilman Karl Nurse
echoed Gaskin-Capehart’s
remarks by stating that the
base of building wealth is
home ownership. The average rent in south St. Pete is
$800 per month, Nurse
pointed out, while the
monthly payment for a
$100,000 mortgage is $473.
Virtually all those renting in
south St. Pete could be hundreds of dollars ahead if
they could become homeowners, he said.
Noting that the banks
have made it more difficult
and “paperwork intensive”
for those interested in acquiring loans to buy a home,
he said it is important for
the city to help homeownership nonprofits, so that the
nonprofits can in turn help
people maneuver through
the difficulties. He encouraged people not to give up in
the pursuit of owning a
home.
“You can get into a home
for less than what you’re
paying in rent,” Nurse
stated, “and begin a path
that leads to a better tomorrow.”
Nurse read a proclamation from Mayor Rick Kriseman stating that the city is
committed to increasing

and sustaining the level of
home ownership within the
city by providing services
through its housing and
community development
department, such as purchase assistance loans,
homes for sale, home repair
and emergency loan repairs.
Linda Byars, city of St.
Pete housing and finance
coordinator, noted that the
city’s Department of Housing and Community Development offers, through
state partnerships, numerous programs and loans to
help current homeowners
and also those who are moving forward to home ownership, particularly with
assistance of down payments and closing costs.
“Let’s say you buy a
$100,000 house,” she said,
“we will provide ten percent down — that’s $10,000
— and an additional four to
five thousand dollars to assist you with the closing
costs,” adding that this loan
is at zero percent.
The Department of
Housing and Community
Development also provides
programs and loans for current homeowners as well,
Byars said, for things like
housing
rehabilitation,

which helps lower income
folks who need home repairs and can’t afford them.
These can include roof repairs, electrical hazards,
plumbing and sanitation issues and even ramps
and other special construction projects for disabled
residents.
Roberta Bell of NHS
said it is important to take
steps to realize financial
goals, which are necessary
to owning and maintaining
a home. Home ownership
counselors at NHS and
TBCDC hold financial literacy classes and counseling
sessions to provide assistance and advice. Purchasing a credit report will be
the only cost, she said. Designing a budget is part of
the program, to monitor
daily spending and money
management.
Bell noted that lenders
always consider the four
“C”s of credit—capital, cacollateral
and
pacity,
your character.
“Character always goes
back to your credit report,”
she stated. “How well you
pay your expenses. Do you
not pay every month? Do
you have delinquent payments? That’s your character.”

The City of St. Pete Neighborhood Home Solutions and Tampa Bay Community
Development Corporation hosted a seminar for home ownership.
She addressed the barriers to financial success, like
not having enough savings,
too much debt and lack of a
financial plan. Putting something aside from your savings on a weekly basis and
make
sound financial
choices based on what you
need and not what you
want, she underscored.
“Make choices that your
budget can support,” she
stated. “Pay your bills first,
then whatever’s remaining
can be applied to your savings and to what you need.
You don’t want to deny yourself all the time you have a
budget because you won’t
stick to it. So you do have to
do things for yourself, but
you have to pay your bills

first.”
Carrie Vitale, Vice President of TBCDC, said its
agencies do a lot more than
helping people purchase
homes.
“We love it when people
get the keys to their home,
when they close, when they
send us pictures of them in
front of their home—that’s
the best thing,” Vitale said.
“But we see the other side
of the coin, unfortunately,
which is people who are losing their home.”
The majority of people
that come to the TBCDC for
foreclosure counseling are
not necessarily people who
have lost their jobs or had a
medical illness or other crisis in their lives, she said,

but people who have purchased homes with mortgages
they
couldn’t
afford and that they didn’t
fully understand.
“People always tell us,
‘Boy, I wish I knew about
these programs before!’”
she commented, referring
to the TBCDC home buying
classes.
If you missed last week’s
seminar, don’t worry. You
can call NHS at (727) 8216897 or visit them on the
web at admin@nhsfl.org to
start the process of becoming a homeowner in 2016.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Family Day on the Deuces
From DEUCES, page 1

$50 and a $50 gift card to
Deuces BBQ. Carl McClellan, a chef at neighboring
Chief’s Creole Café, came in
second place and received a
$50 gift card to Deuces BBQ.
The secret to the winning
mac was the addition of mozzarella cheese, sharp cheddar
cheese and crisped bacon,
Nhoung said.
With a $10 ticket, visitors
could get their hands on a
plateful of baked beans, mac
n’ cheese and barbeque
pork. For $12, people could
help themselves to a heap of
boiled crawfish, accompanied
with sausage, corn on the cob

and a chunk of corn bread.
This event was perfect for
people of any age, offering
board games at each table,
outdoor festivities, and dancing to old school blues.
The Family Day featured
more than just food. There
were also several vendors that
included African art, portrait
painters, handmade jewelry
and featured pieces from Gallerie 909.
The sponsors of the gathering are expecting to host
more of these types of events
throughout the year in an effort to bring together the
community.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Questions answered about the South St. Petersburg CRA
What is a Community
Redevelopment
Area
(CRA?)
A Community Redevelopment Area – a CRA – is a
special area in which property taxes are set aside to
support economic development projects solely within
that district. It is a formal
designation
given
by
Florida statute to help cities
address blight in their communities.
What is the South St.
Petersburg CRA?
The St. Petersburg
Southside Community Redevelopment Plan (CRP) is
a 30-year plan for the economic revitalization of
South St. Petersburg. It will
work by promoting reinvestment through private
enterprise in housing and
neighborhoods, commercial corridors, business development, education and
workforce development
and non-profit capacity
building.
The underlying philosophy of the South St. Petersburg CRP is to incentivize
the private sector to invest
in the CRA by “directing
the vast majority of TIF revenues generated from the
South St. Petersburg district to provide direct assistance
for
private
investment in residential
and non-residential redevelopment in the form of
grants, loans, ad valorem

tax rebates or other vehicles that help businesses
leverage capital from diverse sources.”
This strategic, wideranging investment is in
line with Mayor Kriseman’s
strategy for eradicating
poverty in South St. Petersburg and providing opportunity for every citizen of
the Sunshine City.
Where is the CRA?
The 4,700-acre CRA is
the largest in St. Petersburg, and one of the largest
in Florida. The CRA is comprised of Greater Childs
Park, most of Midtown,
more than twenty neighborhood and business associations, and two Florida
Main Street Districts. Both
the South St. Petersburg
Redevelopment Plan and
redevelopment trust fund
were approved by the Pinellas County Board of Commissioners and the City of
St. Petersburg City Council
in 2015.
When does it take effect? When can we expect to see changes as a
result of the CRA plan?
We expect to see
changes in the first round
of funding, which begins in
May 2016. The plan’s design is to attract developers
and business owners who
would not otherwise be
able to invest in businesses
and homes; and to incentivize and encourage banks

Rick Smith
to provide loans and the private sector to invest in
South St. Petersburg.
Why is the CRA different?
This approach to revitalization in South St. Petersburg has never been tried
before, either there or elsewhere in St. Petersburg. It
relies on private enterprise
to uplift the community and
lays the groundwork for
that private enterprise to
happen in a way that includes people of the community, whether through
entrepreneurship, jobs, education, training or skills
building. It is like the investments that have been
made for some time, but
the investment is in people
in addition to places.
Why do we need a
South St. Petersburg
CRA?
Since 1999, the City of
St. Petersburg has made
hundreds of millions of dollars in investments support-

ing major planning initiatives in South St. Petersburg. Some examples of
what was funded include
the creation of Wildwood
Recreation Center, streetscaping along Central Avenue, 22nd Street South
and 16th Street, investments to support the development in Jordan Park,
renovation of the Manhattan Casino, renovating and
expanding the Childs Park
Recreation complex, and
more. These investments
have not moved the needle
on eradicating poverty.
Who makes the call
with respect to what is
funded?
The St. Petersburg City
Council serves as the Com-

munity
Redevelopment
Agency governance authority and in this capacity,
makes the final call on how
money is spent. The
Agency works closely with
the Citizen Advisory Committee, which is comprised
of business owners, residents and stakeholders
who help prioritize how the
money should be spent.
When can we expect
to see changes as a result of the CRA plan?
We hope to see changes
as the first round of funding
is expended, which begins
in May 2016. The city
hopes to attract developers
and business owners who
would not otherwise be
able to invest in businesses

Applications for summer employment now available
ST. PETERSBURG —
Boley
Centers,
Inc.
proudly presents its 2016
Summer Youth Intern Program (SYIP).
Funded
through the City of St. Petersburg, this program assists youth who live in the
St. Petersburg area with securing temporary jobs in
the community. Youths
have an opportunity to gain
invaluable work experience
and earn money while
working in the public and
private sectors.
The goal is to provide
employment for 165 young
adults, ages 16 – 21,
through an eight to ten

week summer employment
program. Interns will earn
$8.05 per hour and be expected to work 30 hours
per week. Every effort will
be made to match the interns with a job according
to their interests, skills, and
geographic location.
Positions will begin on
June 6 and end Aug. 19. Applications are available now
through May 2 at the city’s
recreation centers, City

Hall, Enoch Davis Community Center, James B.
Sanderlin Family Service
Center, Pinellas County
Urban League and Boley
Centers, Inc.
All completed applications must be submitted by
5 p.m. Mon., May 2. Interns
will be chosen from all qualified applications completely filled out by using a

lottery system.
The City of St. Petersburg’s business community
is strongly encouraged to
support this program by
providing temporary employment positions during
the summer. Employers
who partner with the SYIP
are only responsible for
paying half of the interns’
hourly wage ($4.05 per
hour). For more information about hiring an intern,
members of the business
community may contact
Beverly Hillary at (727)
821-4819 x5232.
Established in 1970,
Boley Centers, Inc. serves

individuals with mental illness, the homeless and
youth. With more than 30
housing and service center
locations scattered throughout Pinellas County, the organization comprises a
wide variety of treatment,
rehabilitation and vocational services; a network of
living opportunities for over
900 individuals in community residences and apartments and a large staff of
dedicated people. On an annual basis, more than 1,500
adults and 600 youth are assisted in reaching their
highest level of self-sufficiency.

and homes.
How do I find out
more, or communicate
thoughts or questions
about CRA?
CAC meetings are held
every two months and are
open to the public. Anyone
can come to discuss issues
or share ideas. Meetings
are agenda on web page,
http://www.stpete.org/city
_departments/southside_c
ra.php
Citizens may also speak
to City Council as part of
open forum to relay their
contributions regarding
South St. Petersburg and
the CRA.
Rick Smith, City of St.
Petersburg staff lead for the
South St. Petersburg CRA.
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African American firsts in pro football history
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

As we celebrate 50 years
of the Super Bowl—football’s
ultimate contest—we take a
look back at some of the
sport’s notable firsts.
Since professional football was integrated decades
ago, it has featured no end
of standout African-American
players over the years. Running backs such as Gale Sayers, Earl Campbell and the
electric Barry Sanders; receivers such as Lynn Swann,
Jerry Rice and the superb
Marvin Harrison; quarterbacks such as Doug
Williams, Warren Moon and
the multi-talented Cam Newton...the list goes on and
on. And when many pro
teams balked at hiring
African-American coaches,
men like Art Shell, Mike
Tomlin and Super Bowl
champ Tony Dungy proved
they were up to the task.
But before any of
these players or coaches
could even take their place
on the field or on the sidelines in a pro game, things
had to change. These pioneers helped to break down
pro football’s color barrier
and
ultimately
integrate America’s most
popular sport.
Charles W. Follis becomes the nation’s first
African American professional football player
Follis entered the College
of Wooster in 1901 where he
could’ve lent his athletic talents to the college’s
squad, but instead opted to
suit up for the town’s amateur football team, the
Wooster Athletic Association
in Ohio. The explosive
play of the six-foot, 200
pound halfback soon earned
him the nickname “The
Black Cyclone.”
In 1902 and 1903 Follis
played for the Shelby Athletic
Club in rural Shleby, Ohio,
and the following year signed
a contract with the club, later
the Shleby Blues. As soon as
he signed he officially became the first African-American football player. Though
the sport allowed Follis to
join its ranks, he still had to
face taunts and slurs from
fans because of his color. And

it didn’t end with merely
words, as opposing players
routinely targeted Follis with
rough
play
that
sometimes ended with injuries. In 1906, on the
Thanksgiving Day game,
Follis suffered a career-ending injury.
A two-sport athlete, Follis
turned to baseball, which he
had played during the spring
and summer, for Wooster
College and the Ohio Trolley
League. Only allowed into
the segregated leagues, he
played catcher for the Cuban
Giants, a black baseball
team. After playing in a Giants game in 1910, Follis
came down with pneumonia
and died at the age of 31.
It is worth noting that
when Follis joined the Shleby
professional football team,
a teammate of his was
Branch Rickey—the future
Brooklyn Dodgers general
manager that would make
history of his own by signing
Jackie Robinson to a Major
League baseball contract in
1947, breaking the sport’s
color barrier.
Frederick Douglass
“Fritz” Pollard becomes
the first African-American
coach in the National
Football League and one
of the NFL’s first players
Pollard grew up in
Chicago and in high school
was an accomplished running back, track star and
baseball player. Playing football briefly for Northwestern,
Harvard and Dartmouth, he
received a scholarship from
the Rockefeller family to attend Brown University in
Rhode Island. There he led
his team to the 1915 Rose
Bowl game.
Pollard then signed to
play for the Akron Pros in the
American Professional Football Association and led
Akron to the championship
in 1920. Even after he was
named head coach in 1921,
he continued to play alongside his men. In 1922 the
APFA was renamed the National Football League
(NFL), making Pollard the
first African-American coach
(and one of its first players)
of the NFL.
He went on to coach NFL
teams in Indiana and Milwaukee until 1926, when the NFL

instituted a ban on players of
color. Pollard responded by
creating an exhibition team
of black players and even
challenged NFL teams to
compete against his squad,
but the challenged was never
accepted. The segregation in
the NFL lasted until after
World War II.
Robert Marshall becomes one the first two
African Americans to play
in the NFL
A great running back,
Pollard put his head down
and broke through the NFL’s
color line—but he was not
alone. Many consider Robert
“Bobby” Marshall, along
with
Pollard,
to
be
the other African American
to first play in the NFL.
Marshall entered the
University of Minnesota
from 1901 and played the position of end. He played so
superbly, in fact, that his
blocking was responsible for
giving the Gophers the tying
touchdown against their rivals, the University of Michigan in 1903. Though he
played the position of end, he
kicked a long field goal to
beat the University of
Chicago, which made headlines (the exact length of the
kick has been debated, as
some say it was a 48-yarder,
while others claim it sailed
up to 60 yards). Marshall was
the first African American to
play in the Big Nine Conference (later the Big Ten).
Starting in 1920, he went
on to play for the NFL’s Minneapolis Marines and the
Kelley Duluths.
Kenny Washington becomes the first African
American to sign a contract with an NFL team
in the modern era
A stout running back that
bulldozed his way to almost
2,000 rushing yards in his
college career at UCLA,
Washington was one of four
African-American players on
the 1939 UCLA Bruins football team, the others being
Woody Strode, Ray Bartlett
and a gifted all-around athlete by the name of Jackie
Robinson. After Washington
graduated from UCLA, legendary owner George Halas
tried to sign the African American star with the
Chicago Bears, but the other

NFL owners blocked him.
Washington played instead in
the Pacific Coast Professional Football League for
the Hollywood Bears in the
1940s.
Things changed in 1946.
With the Cleveland Rams
moving to Los Angeles, the
team wanted to play in the
publicly owned Los Angeles
memorial Coliseum, which
put pressure on the team
to integrate, since black and
white taxpayers had paid for
construction of the mammoth stadium. The team
signed
Washington
in
March, and Washington’s
teammate Strode followed
shortly after, being singed in
May of that year.
Due to having to undergo
surgery on both knees prior
to his first NFL season,
Washington’s stint in the
league only lasted three
years, but his impact on the
game’s modern era was farreaching.
James Harris becomes
the first African American
to regularly start at quarterback in professional
football’s modern era
Though black players became more common in professional football in the years
following the sport’s integration, there was one position
at which there was a glaring
shortage of African Americans: quarterback.
Drafted in the eighth
round by the American Football League’s Buffalo Bills,
Harris joined fellow rookie
O.J. Simpson in the backfield. Before the AFL merged
with the NFL, it was known
as having more liberal personnel policies. Though Marlin Briscoe of the AFL’s
Denver Broncos had been
the first to start a game at
quarterback in 1968, it was
Harris in 1969 that was
named as a team’s starting
quarterback—before then
no other black quarterback
had started Week 1 in either
league.
Though there were several black players at such positions as running back, wide
receiver and defensive back
during Harris’s playing days,
quarterback was a position
few coaches looked to
African Americans to fill.
Harris himself admitted that

he was encouraged to switch
positions in high school and
even in the pros, and revealed that some black quarterbacks switched because
they had no choice. Black
players still were susceptible
to the sting of racism, as Harris was no stranger to booing
and even hate mail.
In 1973 Harris joined the
Los Angeles Rams and was
named the team’s starting
quarterback by Week 3. That
season ended with Harris
leading his Rams to the NFC
Championship game as the
starter and again in 1975, becoming the first AfricanAmerican quarterback to
accomplish the feat.
Robert Marshall

James Harris

Kenny Washington

Frederick Douglass
“Fritz” Pollard

Charles W. Follis
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Reader’s Choice Black History
Month African Attire event
ST. PETERSBURG —
Reader’s Choice Bookstore
and Gift Expressions will
be hosting a Black History
Month African Attire Fashion Show this Sat., Feb. 6 at
the Skyway Mall, 4341 34th
St. S, from 3 p.m.-5 p.m.
Gorgeous African attire
will be modeled by members of the community, including fashions for men,
women and children. This
event will include book
signings from black authors in the Tampa Bay
area, entertainment, music,

poetry, door prizes and
light refreshments.
If you are interested in
modeling or would like to
be a participant, please call
Tangela Murph Bailey at
(727) 867-3696.
Reader’s Choice is the
only black-owned Christian
bookstore in the Tampa
Bay area, serving the community for 17 years. Not
only can you find a wide selection of books, they also
offer Christian supplies, devotional books, sorority and
fraternity Gifts, 100 percent

pure African shea butter,
African attire, perfumed
oils, figurines, Sunday
School supplies and much,
much more.

St. Pete kicks off Black History Month
From HISTORY, page 1

knowledge and commemorate the contributions that
African Americans have
made to this nation by flying,
over a government institution, a flag in honor of not
only Dr. Carter G. Woodson
but African American history,” said Scott.
Kriseman
responded
humbly.
“One of the many things
that makes our community
so special is our black history
and the countless contributions that black individuals
and families have made and
continue to make in our community”
acknowledged
Kriseman.
The significance of the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum is
now
well
recognized
throughout the city since
Kriseman intervened with

the museum’s potentially disastrous fate.
Last January, the St. Petersburg Housing Authority
board voted 4-3 to sell the
museum.
Since then the city has announced a plan to purchase the
building with the intent to keep
it as a cultural landmark, museum and now city building.
Scott quoted Woodson, “if
a race has no history, if it has
no worthwhile tradition, it becomes a negligible factor in
the thought of the world, and
it stands in danger of being
exterminated,” in reference
to Kriseman’s actions recognizing the city’s diversity and
the importance of keeping it’s
history alive.
This is not the first time
Kriseman has made steps to
unify the community and
demonstrate St. Petersburg’s

Terry Lipsey Scott
inclusiveness.
In 2015 during Pride
week, Kriseman flew the
LGBT Pride Flag over city hall
and served as the parade’s
honorary grand marshal.
Laura Mulrooney is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University
of South Florida St. Petersburg.
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‘A Typical Friday Night’
BY DWINESHIA LATIMORE

A typical Friday night
Pizza and movies right?
Well unfortunately that’s not my life.
A typical Friday night after work so exhausted and full
I notice the lights in my house start to get dim,
and become dull
It reminds me of life…A metaphor
The hurt, the pain
But then there’s me a young girl with beauty and brains
A girl ready to take over the world Beyoncé says it in her song
A girl with big dreams from a small town that she never thought could come true
But God, family and especially this one dude
He had faith in her more than she did in herself.
He didn’t even notice he was a major help
I think to myself wow God has really gifted me.
I think of my Friday night as my dreams coming true being
Dr. Latimore in a city near you...my Friday night reality
Questions like who is the next Taraji P. Henson, the next Oprah
Winfrey, the next Maya Angelou, the next Gabrielle Union in my generation…is it
you? Or is it me? We all have that cyclopean opportunity
Boom it hits me a typical Friday night is getting money right?
Selling loud, mids, pills a typical Friday night is sliding right?
Sex right? Prostitution maybe or even rape right?
A typical Friday night is in jail right?
A typical Friday night is in a ditch six feet under...DEAD right?
No, hell no! It’s not a typical Friday night. A Friday night is to
dream to have fun
It’s a night to plan your career a night to talk and laugh with your family and share
ideas with
It’s a night full of love
A night sweet and precious like a dove
It’s a night full of ambition, integrity, dignity and a night full of your hunger for success
Praying, hoping, most importantly believing in you and speaking positive existence is
always the best.
A typical Friday night is your opportunity to make your dreams come true
To make colossal things happen, twenty four hours a day seven days a week no slacking
A typical Friday night is all in your hands...the world is yours and only greatness is
bound to happen.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2016

9

COMMUNITY NEWS
Get your house in order at 33rd & H.O.M.E.
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Taking control of your finances was the theme of an
important
conversation
that took place at 33rd &
H.O.M.E., located at 2646
Central Avenue, Mon., Jan.
25.
With a relaxed atmosphere, owner Isha Haley invited the community to her
home away from home to
have a conversation with
independent Financial Advisor Shavard Brown about
how to create a financially
sound future, all while feeling like they were sitting in
a living room with good
friends.
Brown gave a baseball
analogy to drive home his
financial point. He explained that if a pitcher is
slightly off their mark, they
might only need to modify
their throw by a few degrees and not by a drastic
amount.
“Sometimes it takes a
really small change to impact our lives in a very
huge way down the line,”
Brown said, adding that
the best time to make
those small changes is
when you’re young.
28 -34 year olds
Adults in the 28-34 year
old age bracket have the
best advantage in planning
their financial future with a
financial advisor because
they have the most times.
If they adjust the trajectory
of their “financial pitch”
when they are young, they

could reap substantial benefits even if unforeseen ochappen,
currences
according to Brown.
One of the tools Brown
suggested is to employ a financial strategy called dollar-cost averaging, which is
the practice of finding a
fixed dollar amount—a
baseline dollar amount—to
invest over the course of a
long term so that you’ll
have an average rate of return, said Brown.
“If you do an X amount
of dollars over the course
of years, you should have
on average a 12 percent return on your dollar. That’s
good for budgeting. Putting away $100 to $150
every paycheck no matter
what shows a form of selfdiscipline and it’s going to
show up the most when
you need it the most when
an emergency arises,” he
said.
Brown emphasized that
being financially disciplined when you’re young
could be very beneficial to
one’s future economic outcome. He expressed a
huge amount of enthusiasm for the millennial generation.
“Millennials have a
huge opportunity, no matter what media talking
heads may say about them,
if we take action on the opportunities that we have,”
said Brown.
The middle years:
35-55 years old
“That’s the ‘oh snap, I
need to get myself together’ group,” he said,

noting that most of the people he encounters are in
this bracket.
These are the people,
he said, that have done
some travelling, have had
children and have made
some poor financial decisions that they are trying
to rebound from. This
group is now starting to realize that “now is the time”
to lock in on their financial
future if they want to experience worry-free years of
retirement.
This age group, according to Brown, begins to formulate a picture on how
health and certain situations could affect their
wealth. These adults have
now reached generative
years where their concerns
may no longer be centered
on themselves but on family, or may even be caretakers of their parents.
“The gravity of taking
care of someone outside of
their normal household is
real,” said Brown referring
to that group of adults as
the sandwich generation
because they are sandwiched in between taking
care of their children and
their parents.
Brown gave an example
in his family where his
mother retired and his father was close to retiring
when they found themselves taking care of their
16-year-old niece and their
feisty 101-year old greatgrandmother.
At this point in life,
Brown said that some of
their assets needed to be

A big top spectacle of global proportions,
the 2016 production of Atlanta-based UniverSoul Circus
takes fans of all ages on an unforgettable journey of light,
sound and soul. Get ready for electrifying, edge-of-your-seat
performances, including extreme motorsports,
mind-bending contortionists, freshly-painted clowns,
disco-dancing pachyderms, free-flying aerial acts
and much, much more.
As has become its trademark after 23 years, UniverSoul
Circus will present a multicultural/multinational cast of
rock-star performers in 2016. Only under the UniverSoul
Circus one ring big top will you be lucky enough to
witness Extreme Motorcycle Daredevils from Colombia,
a cross-cultural Wheel of Death act from Ecuador and
Guinea, flying Trapeze and Pagoda Bowls from China,
a Pole act and Contortionists from Ethiopia, Limbo
Dancers from Trinidad and Tobago, Clowns from Detroit,
Zebras and Elephants from the United States,
and a Ringmaster from Memphis.

Hailed as the most interactive circus in the world,
UniverSoul Circus opens in the parking lot of
Raymond James Stadium, Feb. 17-21.
Tickets are on sale now via Ticketmaster.com
or 1-800-745-3000.

Owner of 33rd & H.O.M.E., Isha Haley,
and independent Financial Advisor Shavard Brown.
more protected than others
in order to spread the
money throughout the remainder of their lives.
The final frontier:
60s, 70s and beyond
“A lot of financial planners don’t talk about income tax ramifications on
retirement plans,” said
Brown.
Important topics for
this age group are having a
will in place and keeping
the legal portions of the
updated.
Brown
will
stressed that issues surrounding legalities such as
medical directives should
be handled by lawyers.
If you and your spouse

are one of the lucky couples able to live comfortably off your retirement
accounts, you will need an
attorney to make sure that
Uncle Sam is taking out
only his fare share and no
more.
“We [financial advisors]
can identify if you’re getting taxed too much in one
arena versus another, and
that’s ignored a lot because
it’s not really understood,”
said Brown who noted that
this conversation should
occur early on so that there
are no surprises come retirement time.
In addition, Brown
pointed out that the major-

ity of people start out in a
lower tax bracket like 10
percent but by the time
they retired could end up
in 30 percent bracket.
33rd & H.O.M.E. is a
spiritual wellness center focused on helping individuals
find rest for the mind, body
and soul. It offers a spiritual
gift shop, natural products,
yoga, guided meditation,
labyrinth walks and conscious conversations, open
mic night and much, much
more. For more information
call (727) 344-9284.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com

Youth soar like eagles with healthy
minds and bodies
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The women of Alpha Kappa
Alpha and men of Omega
Psi Phi teamed up at the
Enoch Davis Center last
Sat., Jan 30 to host their annual Healthy Minds/
Healthy Bodies Workshop
to empower middle school
and high school youth to
take control and make
sound decisions in their
young lives. The workshop
was sponsored by the Youth
Development Foundation
(YDF).
The half-day workshop
started at 9:30 a.m. with a
general welcome assembly
of over 325 youth, parents
and supervising adults of
the Health Promotions
Committee. The highlight
of the event was the breakout sessions for the parents,
young women and young
men.
Manitia Moultrie, director of YDF, spoke to parents
about exercising due diligence in applying, completing and mailing college
scholarship applications in a
timely manner to increase
the chances of having funding in place for their child’s
college education. She also
shared scholarship opportunities with parents.
Rod Cunningham reminded the parents in their
group session that at the
end of the day, their children—especially as they
tread the unsure waters of
adolescence—are looking
for one guarantee.
“They want to know that
you love them for who they
are no matter what,” said
Cunningham. He chuckled
with the parents knowing
that it may not appear that
way on the surface as their
babies gradually evolve into
complex young adults trying to find and define who
they are.
Javan Turner, chairman
of the Social Action Committee of Omega Psi Phi,
summed up what the workshop for the young men
hoped to achieve.
“This workshop is bringing together an understanding of the full ramifications
of being in healthy relationships and taking care of
your body and your mind,”
said Turner.
He also emphasized that
the session with the middle
and high school boys was
set up to be “open and honest without any kind of
repercussion for speaking
their minds or asking questions that might otherwise
be considered unacceptable.”
“They did very well with
that. They were honest and
respectful,” Turner said
about the session that he
and Jaih Jackson moderated
with the young men.
When Jackson addressed the young men, he
drew on a powerful analogy
between two types of birds
and two kinds of human beings.
“When you see an eagle,
it is usually soaring by itself,” said Jackson. “But
then there are the pigeons
that travel in flocks, all of
them doing the same thing
just like some people who
do something because the
group is doing it. You see
the eagle is independent
like a leader who thinks for
himself or herself. But pigeons all do the same thing
without thinking about it
just like some people follow
the crowd to fit in. Don’t be
a pigeon! Be like an eagle

and soar high!”
In the meeting room
next door, a huge word web
covered the whiteboard
where the middle school
and high school girls met
with Erika Duncan, 24, who
is graduating in May with a
master’s degree in Public
Health Education from the
University of South Florida.
Setting the mood for an
honest discussion, Duncan
had each girl write a positive
word on the board.
“My objective is to empower the youth by providing them with the resources
and by providing them with
education and experience to
help them accomplish goals
in life,” said Duncan whose
workshop focused in on
healthy minds and healthy
relationships.
“I think the girls connected with me because I
made it clear in the beginning that I am a young adult
just like many of them are
becoming young adults, so
they could be open and honest with me.”
She spoke with the girls
about the dark side of relationships such as emotional,
mental and physical abuse
and knowing the differences between them. Since
relationships among their
peers can become very in-

tense, Duncan told them to
take 30 minutes at the end
of the day and turn off any
distractions and reflect on
what happened during the
day, why it happened, who
was involved and if the relationship is really healthy.
“A healthy relationship
is compliments, not putting
someone down,” said Alicia
Ash, a workshop participant.
“Knowing good relationships from the bad and how
you can conduct yourself by
knowing what a good or bad
relationship looks like, feels
like and sounds like, “ said
Miya White.
“You should know yourself and let no one pressure
you,” said Miya Hughes.
One young man at the
workshop summed up how
African-American males can
rise to the occasion by doing
the unexpected.
“You know in a classroom they expect us to act
out, but that’s where we
need to be eagles not pigeons!”
After workshop activities wound down, all participants were provided with
boxed lunches as they prepared to leave.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Haitian artist comes to Gallerie 909
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — In
the skilled hands of painter
and sculptor Patrick Noze,
the history and heritage of
Haiti comes alive through
his depictions of the
Caribbean nation’s natural
beauty, idyllic scenes and
cultural figures. Gallerie 909
will be featuring Noze’s
work in its exhibit “Haiti
Speaks” beginning Feb. 13
from 5-9 p.m. with an artist
talk at 7 p.m.
And if Haiti does indeed
speak through Noze’s work,
it is to communicate “things
that you don’t normally hear
about,” said the artist, a native
of
the
island
country. Not only do his
paintings depict scenes of
the historical past, but include “some of the colorful
things that render my country beautiful,” he noted.
Some of them showcase
simplistic scenes of Haitian
life like street vendors
and women walking with
baskets balanced on their
heads, while others are centered on Haitian history and
the bloody revolution, such
as “Combat Vertierre,”
whose gripping battlefield
scene is so vivid you can almost
hear
the
gunfire. Prominent in the oil
painting “Mother Haiti” is
the striking face of a crying
woman, as Noze explained
this work was his first reaction to the catastrophic Haitian earthquake of 2010.
“This painting is depicting a crying Haiti,” he explained of the subject,

“because of all the suffering,
and there’s nothing she can
really do about it.” He added
that despite all the grief the
nation has already suffered
historically, over two centuries later it is still experiencing trying turmoil.
The Haitian Revolution,
Noze pointed out, took the
world by surprise, especially since the islanders defeated the army of Napoleon
Bonaparte, possibly the
greatest general in the
world at the time. After the
slave revolt in Haiti, he said,
the slaves in America and
around the world heard
about the successful uprising and began to take action
as well.
“It sort of triggered a
chain reaction,” Noze
stated. He asserted that
even after the country won
its independence, for years
it was still financially responsible to powerful nations like France, and this
liability worked to keep the
people of Haiti suppressed
and some of the nation
poverty-stricken.
Though many Americans have a vision of Haiti as
a poor, third world nation,
Noze was quick to note that
the poverty of Haiti is only
restricted to a certain area.
Though sections of its capital and largest city Port-auPrince are certainly poor, if
you visit other areas of the
country, up in the mountains, for example, you’ll
find that they are far from
destitute, he pointed out.
“You’re going to think
you’re in America somewhere!” he said, laugh-

ing. “Unfortunately, they always show that one area
that’s poor, but Haiti is not
poor. I can attest to that because I’m from a wealthy
family.”
Adept in oils, acrylics,
watercolors and even clay
and bronze sculptures to
name a few media, Noze is
certainly a versatile artist.
Some of his busts include
historical figures Toussaint
Louverture and JeanJacques Dessalines, and
though one of a long line
of sculptors, he is the only
one in his family who paints
as well.
Born in Haiti in late
1962, Noze immigrated to
the United States in 1975
and began studying art
through private lessons,
and after graduating high
school attended the prestigious Pratt Institute of Liberal Arts and Sciences in
Brooklyn, N.Y.
“When we went to
school they told us we had
to copy the works of the
masters,” he said, “and one
of the masters that I always
tried to emulate was

Leonardo da Vinci. He was
a genius in his own right.”
A resident of Orlando
since 1995, Noze also admires “self-made” artist Salvador Dali, and Noze’s
dream-like painting “Comfort Zone” is reminiscent of
the famed surrealist’s work.
In his own techniques, Noze
said, he’ll sometimes employ Dali’s “mind frame”
more than his actual style.
Noze was recognized as
an artist at the age of 12,
when he painted “Rara,” his
rendition of a painting depicting a celebration of
Christ’s resurrection. His father, he notes, was impressed by what was his
first attempt, and sold
“Rara” for $50 to a tourist
who “fell in love” with
young Noze’s application of
colors.
But the most rewarding
thing about painting, Noze
explained, is the end result
and achieving what you’re
aiming for. “Do the work
you love and give it 100 percent” is a philosophy of his.

“Oftentimes people ask
me, ‘Why don’t you paint
flowers
for
some
people who’d buy it?’” he
said. “To paint flowers we
have commercial artists
who can do that. But to

paint a painting that means
something that can serve
for future generations...then
you’ve accomplished the ultimate goal, which is what
you wanted to achieve. And
that’s really important.”
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

  





 



 

  













Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  




 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  




 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church







Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356





  
 
  



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”, will
hold their regular Worship
Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday Church
School
at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00
PM (THE BEST ONE
HOUR OF YOUR DAY) AND
“PRAYER & WEDNESDAY
IN THE WORD” AT 7:00 PM
– THE COMMUNITY IS
WELCOMED TO JOIN US - YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS ANY OF OUR
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD”
STUDIES
IN
GOD'S WORD (EZRA,
CHAPTER NO. 1) AND
HOW IT RELATES IN
YOUR DAILY WALK. The
public is welcome to attend
Sunday Services anytime –
you will find that all services
place great emphasis on our
Savior Jesus Christ and His
loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue in Prayer for the
Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Young People, Men/Women
in Uniform, and Bereaved
Families that dwell among
us. 2nd Annual Memorial
Service for the Members
who went from Labor to Reward in 2015 – Job Well Done
Deacons (Dea. Arthr Reese,
Chairman), Deaconess (Deaconess Elizabeth Perkins,
Ministry Leader) and the
Youth Ministry (First Lady
Teresa L. Evans, Ministry
Leader).
“Well Done Faithful Servant”... Deacon Henry Webb,

Jr., Sister Naomi Nesbitt, Sister Darlene Sumbry, Deacon
Wayne Tate, Sister Kathy
Talbert & Brother Elijah
Willis – Thank You ALL for
YOUR many Years of Service
to the Friendship Family
FEBRUARY
AT
A
GLANCE
BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH National Theme:
“HALLOWED GROUNDS:
SITES OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN MEMORIES”
Florida's Theme:
“HONORING AFRICANAMERICAN HEROES, VETERANS, MILITARY, LAW
ENFORCEMENT
AND
FIRST RESPONDERS”
Wednesday, February
10, 2016 at 7:00 pm – Fellowshipping with Holy Christian
Church, 4371 34th Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL,
Bishop Lewis Sherman, Pastor Evans is looking forward
to seeing all of the Adult
Mass Choir, Male Chorus,
1st Sunday Ushers and
Nurses, along with the Congregation of Friendship.
Saturday, February 13, 2016
at 7:00 pm – Married Couples Ministry Event. Sunday,
February 14, 2016 Both
Services “GO RED SUNDAY” and Marriage Day Celebration at the 10:45 am
Worship
Service.
Wednesday, February 17,
2016 at 7:00 pm – Wednesday
Nite Live – Adult Choir, Male
Chorus, 1st Sunday Ushers,
Family Love Fellowship:
Tribe of Simeon (February)
and All Sunday Ushers.
Friday, February 19, 2016 at
7:00 pm – Evangelism Workshop -- Saturday, Febuary
20, 2016 at 9:00 am – Evangelism
Workshop
Saturday, February 27, 2016
at 9:00 am - 3rd Annual Laymen Conference held in Orlando, Florida Wednesday

St. Mark MBC
Nights at 7:00 pm - YOUTH
ENRICHMENT IS BACK :
WE NEED TEACHERS,
DRIVERS AND OTHER
VOLUNTEERS = IT DOES
TAKE A VILLAGE – If your
Child or Children need to be
PICKED UP, please contact
the Church Office before
Wednesday at 3:00 pm.
Thought for the Week: If
we accept and acquiesce in
the face of discrimination, we
accept the responsibility ourselves and allow those responsible to salve their
conscience by believing that
they have our acceptance
and concurrence. We should,
therefore, protest openly
everything... that smacks of
discrimination or slander.
Mary McLeod Bethune
(1875-1955) "Certain Unalienable Rights," What the
Negro Wants, edited by Rayford W. Logan (1944)
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712. Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
&
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.co
m
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a lost
world hungry and thirsty for
the word of God. At St. Mark,
we as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for the awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for February
Feb 13 - The Link “Gather-

ing of the Ladies 2
Feb 14 - Church Outing:
Galilee M. B. Church at 3:30
p.m.
Feb 20 - Body Builders Ministry Bingo Party – 5-7:00 p.m.
Feb 21 - Right hand of Fellowship
Feb 27 - Senior Women
Ministry #2 (WOW): Evangelism in the Park
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and join
us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public are

invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday:
7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday:
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study
every
Wednesday
evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
The Men’s Ministry invites the men of Mt. Zion to
join them every 3rd Thursday
at 7 pm in the Youth Chapel
and learn how to develop a
strong relationship with the

Lord.
Stay Connected by keeping us updated. If your address or other information has
changed just check the
change of address box on your
envelope or go to www.mzprogressive.org and click the resources link. All personal info
is kept confidential and is for
church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and

more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
MBC 955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg Florida. 727-8944311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership
of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extend an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God. Join us
at 9 am for Sunday School and
at 10:15 am worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held on
Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth
at every opportunity, building
a stronger congregation and
community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Kingdom Man Series Con-

tinues With Victory In Spiritual Warfare. “The Shield of
Faith” The Laymen invite you
to join them every Mon. at 6
pm for this study.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchur ch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org
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